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40 PEN hour is 7 and now is, when the dead. 
mall 55 the voice of the Son of Gad, and Weſt 
that hear ſhall live. John v. 25. 


7 He that believeth ſhall live though he' was dead — 
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; will put my Spirie 3 in you, and ye ſhall live, : 
THOEVER reads the Bible au obſerve that: 


when, he. ſpake by the prophets:; many inſtances of 
tis kind we nd ; in Ezekiel eſpecially, to whom, - 
more than to other holy men, God delighted to 
1 manifeſt his mind in his way, and to ſhew viſions. 
At that time it was more neceſſary than now to 
liken and compare the caſe of the church, and of 
the kingdom of heaven to temporal things for their 
ſakes who heard the word, becauſe then the vail 
was upon the true ſanctuary, and the doctrine of 
the fall, and of ſalvation by our Saviour's death, was 
nat ſpoken of plainly, as ſince the 0 Teſtament 
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and our Saviour. 


_ „ 5 
Thus when the Lord would ſhew Jeremiah, that 
the ſame God who made the world would redeem it, 
he brings him to the houſe of a potter, and lets him 
ſee the potter finiſh his veſſel upon the wheel, which 
was ſpoiled in his hands; and then he did not in 
his anger throw it away, and take a freſh piece of 


clay, but new moulded that which was marred, and 


made of it a good veſſel, as it pleaſed bim. Then 
came the word of God to the prophet, ſaying, “ Be- 
hold, as the clay is in the potter's hands ſo are ye 


in my hands, faith the Lord.” By this means we 


are taught, that God is the great potter, and we are 


his clay. When he made man, ſin marred the veſſel 
in his hands, but he would not caſt us utterly aſide, 


nor withdraw his everlaſting arms from underneath 
us; we were kept ſtill in his hands, ſpoiled and 
Tuined as we were, till the Creator bowed the hea- 


vens and came down in our likeneſs, and with his 


own blood he ſoftens our hardened and ſpoiled 
ature, and begins In the new-birth a new creation, 
and this he carries on till all things are made new; 
and in that day when all old things paſs away, and 
time ſhall be no longer, every ſoul ſhall know, that 
God who made all things, and for whoſe pleaſure 
they are and were created, is author and Lord of all, 
In like manner, when the Lord would ſhew Eze- 
kiel the eſtate of his church, he brought him in the 
fpirit, and ſet him in a valley full of dry bones, and 


cauſed him to paſs by them, and go round about and 


view them, and lo! © they were very many and 
very dry.” When the man of God had been ſhewn 
all this in a viſion, the Lord afked, to try him, 
„ Can theſe bones live?“ and he anſwered, © Lord 
thou knoweſt;' and the Lord ſaid to him,“ Theſe 
bones are my people; they are now in a es 3 
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dead eſtate, and they have no more hope that I will 
deliver them, than that the dry bones ſhall live, but 
I rave ſpoken it, and I will perform it ; I will open 
your graves and cauſe you to come up out of them, 
and I will bring you into the land of Iſrael; then 


| ſhall ye know that I am the Lord, when I have 
brought ye up out of your graves, O my people, 


and ſhall put my Spirit in you, and ye {hall hve. 
In this viſion three things are typified, Firſt, the 
Foractiteh, . Secondly, the 
ſalvation from the dead ſtate. of nature by Chriſt, 


And, Thirdly, the laſt reſurrection, which ſhall 


be effected through the ſame divine hand of our 


only © Lord Jeſus, who cati ſubdue all things to 


himſelf,” and raiſe up all that innumerable com- 


pany who have ſlept in the graves, and who are 


now returned to duſt, and ſcattered and diſperſed far 

mens. „%%% 8 
1 ſhall not here ſpeak of the temporal deliverances - 
of Iſrael, nor of the reſurrection, but of our loſt and 


dead condition by nature, and of our ſalvation, and 


riſing again to a new life, through the 2 
and Spirit of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, This I will 
do when I ſpeak of the text more immediately, 


and now will make a few obſervations on the 


viſion. Te, | | 

I look upon it as one of the livelieſt ſimilitudes 
in the ſcriptures, and from whence a minifter and 
ſervant of Jeſus may learn many excellent leſſons, 
and indeed all others alſo who would be wiſe to fal- 


vation. yy 


By the valley we may underſtand this lower 


world, and by the bones all the whole race of man- 
kind; for ſuch is our ſtate ſince the fall, and dry 


bones can as ſoon underſtand the things of God as 
we by nature, and as dead and dry as the bones, 
WY 5 . „ 


„ 5 
and as unlikely to live, ſo are we, and ſhall never 
be otherwiſe but'by an immediate work of almighty 

Thus has the Holy One compared our ſtate, and 
thus we are in his eyes, therefore he brings his ſer- 
vant to ſee a valley full of bones, and bids him 
walk round about, and go through, and obſerve 
them narrowly, and he ſays, „ behold they were 
Yer MEWS” | „„ 5 

When a true ſervant and miniſter of the goſpel 
would deſcribe the condition of loſt mankind, he 
inuft ſo deſcribe it, as dead and helpleſs, even as 
«7 banes ; and neither can he compare unregene- 
zate men to any thing better, nor the ſocieties of 
£hriftians with all their beſt forms and orders, 
who enjoy not Chriſt in them; they, like all others, 
e e like the hauſe of Iſrael in Ezekiel's 
time. | 1 | 

When God aſked Ezekiel if he thought the bones 
could live? he anſwered modeſtly, Lord, thou 
knoweſt ; as if he would have ſaid, to all outward 
appearance, and according to all human thoughts, 
they cannot live, but thou knoweſt, thou art God, 
and canſt do what thou wilt in heaven and earth, 
to thee all things are poſſible. Should a miniſter, 
or any awakened ſoul, take a view of our natural 
fate, make a narrow ſearch into the depth of our 
miſery and ſinfulneſs; or be led by the Holy Ghoſt 
to ſee how far we are gone from God, and how ſunk 
into the arms of ſatan, he would ſcarce make any 
other anſwer than this, Except Almighty Gcd be 
their Saviour, except the Creator and Lord of all 
be their Saviour, they cannot be ſaved, they muſt 
die for ever. The ſcripture obſerves of the bones, 
that they were very dry, to ſigniſy the very barren 
and lifeleſs nature we are poſſeſſed of, and yet 5 
„ Wn | rects 
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res Ezekiel to prophecy or preach to them. Had 


he meaſured the word of God by the rules of human 


wiſdom, or reſolved, as too many miniſters do, to 
believe and teach nothing but what they can com- 


prehend, nor do any thing without being able to 


account for their manner of acting, reaſonably, 


then he muſt have replied, Lord, to what purpoſe 
ſhall I preach to dead men and dry bones ? But he 
did not do ſo, he behaved as an obedient child, and 


did as his heavenly Father bid him. Such miniſ- 


ters only does our Saviour uſe, For of what ſer— 
vice is the veſſel that is not paſſive? Or to what 
purpoſe are miniſters tent to preach the word of 
God, who are determined tobe led by their carnal 
reafor, the philoſophy of the ſchools, and the wiſ- 
dom of men, fince all the doctrines of Chriſt are 


againſt ſuch, and teach us, that it was by ſuch wiſ- 
dom the world knew not God! A true miniſter of 


Jeſus Chrift believes his word, and teaches it, he 
follows his dear Maſter, and chuſes rather his 
reproach, he bears the ſneers and inſults of cruel 
men, is content to be deemed a fool and mad, 


rather than pleaſe men and nSFbe the ſervant of 
Chriſt, 8 5 

Had any ſeen Ezekiel preaching to the bones, no 
doubt they had mocked aud derided him. We know 
how we thould have behaved once, if we had ſeen 
one- calling to the dead in a churcn-yard or bury- 
ing-ground, we ſhould have piticd ſuch a one, and 
thought he was beſide himſelf, or laughed at his 


_ folly and credulity. - Juſt ſo carnal men, who hear 
the doctrine of original in, and how all are dead 


in Adam, and lett powerleſs aud unable to do any 
taing to the attaining ſalvation, mock and jeer the 


preachers who call to ſuch to come to Chriſt; but 
let them mock on, our Saviour has ſent us on the 
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errand, and bids us preach to the dry bones, and 
we will do it. He will ſtand by us to the end of 
the world, and what we ſpeak in the ear, he will 
write upon the heart. That miniſter would be to 
blame who could think it was his preaching, labours, 
or arguments which awaken ſouls, or * them 


with life: He might preach and pray till the day 


of judgment, and not win one ſoul to our Saviour of 
Düne | : 


| When the diſciples had been fiſhing, and toiling, 


and rowing all night by themſelves, they took no- 
thing, all their labour was in vain : but when Jeſus 
came to them and bid them caſt their net into the 


fea, at his word they did fo, and ftrait filled their 
net that it was ready to break, and all their boats 


were full of fiſhes, fo that they began to ſink ; ſo 


muſt ſuch think who would be fiſhers of men. 
Dear Saviour, I know J may ſpeak till I die, and 
toil in a dark night all my days, and catch nothing, 


but ſpeak thou the word, be thou only with me, 


and vouchſafe to own my labours, do you give me 


* . 


my words and light, and lead and ſend me, and 1 


ſhall proſper, elſe I beat the air, and deliver dead 


; preaching to dead men, and they and I deceive our 
'\, own ſouls.” 1 
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Thus Moſes, the meek prophet, when he was 
bid to go with the people, while God made as though 
he would not go, anſwered, “If thou goeſt not then 
will I not go.“ He knew he ſhould lead them in 


vain, and be unproſperous in all he ſhould under- 


take, without the good Shepherd's preſence ; but 


could go cheertully after, and when the Lord ſpoke 
to him he willingly told all the words before the 


people. ; 
When 


when his glory moved before the camp, then he 
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together for ever, 


„ 
When we preach it muſt be ſo with us. Let us 
not ruſh into the miniſtry unſent, nor careleſs] 
ſpeak to the ſouls under our care, but be firſt well 


acquainted with our own heaits and with our Maſter, 
and when we have felt our own ſad condition, and 


have found redemption in his blood and wounds; 
When we have been truly awakened, and have ex- 
perienced our Joſt ſinful ſtate, and found Chriſt 
crucified, and obtained pardon of him, and lived in 


real fellowihip with him, we may then ſpeak boldly, 


preaching that we. know, and teſtifying that we 


have ſeen; and as Moſes ſpoke from the preſence 


of Jehovah to the people, and all heard and felt the 
power of God, ſo ſhall it be with us who ſpeak out 
of a warm heart, whereon our Saviour's blood has 
ſpoke peace, the people who hear us ſhall fee] whoſe 


word we ſpeak, and know whoſe ſervants we are. 


Our goſpel ſhall not come in words only but in 


power, in the Holy Ghoſt, in much aſſurance, and 
in faith unfeigned, while we, like ſowers, go on 
and ſow in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, not knowing 
if this or that may proſper, or as propheſying to dry 
bones, leaving it over to him that ſent us to make 

them hear and live. Miniſters who ſo act, and who 
ſo believe, learn to prize as an ineſtimable treaſure, - 
the Holy Scriptures, which are the words of God, 


and having been taught therein by the chief Mini 
ter, they ſhall not need to come barren or empty 


handed to the congregation, but be like ſcribes 


inſtructed in the kingdom of God, who bring out 
of their treaſures things new and old, to alarm, 


awaken, comfort, and encourage men till they have 


laid hold on eternal life, and entered into the har- 
velt-ſupper, where the ſowers and. reapers rejoice 
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But to retüm: As foon as Enckiel had: begun to 
preach, © there was a noiſe and a ſhaking among 
the bones, and the bones came together, every bone 
to his bone.” As ſoon as a ſervant of our Saviour : 
enters a land, or city, or houſe, and delivers with 
faithful ſimplicity the doctrine of Chriſt, immedi- 


ately there is a noiſe. The ſouls that were dead in 
fin, and aſleep ina loſt and unſafe eſtate, awake and 
cry for mercy; they found the ſame ſolemn alarm 


in the ears of others, and a noiſe of weeping and 
mourriing for him whom they have pierced, comes 
up before the throne. 

There is alſo a noiſe in the world ; ſome when 


they have heard the goſpel blaze it abroad far and 


near, and are for inviting and calling all to Jeſus : 


Thus it was with the woman of Samaria, ihe no 
ſooner found the Meſſiah, but runs to call all in 


Sychar of her ' townſmen and neizhbours to come 


and ſee him. This often cauſes a | ſtir in a city, or 


village, or family, and is the means God often uſes 
to awake the dead, and rouſe them who are allecp 1 in 


ſin, and at eaſe in ' 


There is beſide a greater noiſe in the world; 
for generally when a foul is bent ſor ſalvation, and 
his face is turned to our Saviour in earneſt, and 
he with tears enquires his way to heaven, his 
friends, or relations, or old companions, or all 


together, ſtrive to hinder him; the ſerious thinks 
he goes too far, and uced not be ſo concerned, and 


the careleſs and the ſight-minded part laugh at and 


oppoſe him with all their might; they make a 


noiſe indeed, ſome cry out, he is ſeduced and led 


Into errors and hereſy, or are afraid he ſhould 


Jeave his church or firſt religion (though perhaps 
that was none at all) or ſhould renounce his bap- 


tifm, or deny his faith, Others Tc he is 
6 di! Fracted 
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player, a thief, a murderer, a rebel 


(9 ) 


diſtracted, mad, and befide himſelf, Others tempt 


and allure him back with great ſubtilty, pro- 


miſes, and offers, or court him into his former 
company, pleaſures, and diverſions; while yet 
others follow with cruel threatnings, flanders 
without number, mockings, revilings, &. The 
father diſowns his child, the relations change all 
love into bitter reproaches and hatred, the mother 
is againſt her daughter, and daughter againſt the 


mother, and nothing is heard round about but 


a ſtorm, and a tempeſt, and perſecution, and blat- 


phemy on every fide : -and wherefore? Becauſe one 
is turned a drunkard, a mhoremonger, a ſtage- 
! O no, but 


only becauſe he is reſolved to be Jeſus Chriſt's 


diſciple. Thus it has always been, and will con- 
tinue to be ſo till Jeſus comes the ſecond time, and 


then it will ceaſe for ever. This made our Saviour 
ſay, © that he who could not leave all for his ſake 
was not worthy of him ;” and with this he com- 
forted his people, © They have hated me, and they 


- will hate you, but be of good cheer, I have overcome 


the world.“ | 5 RT 
But beſides all the noiſe made in the world, and 
in the houſe of our friends, there is a noiſe among 
the devils, for all riſe up to hinder and trouble a 
newly awakened ſou], Satan knows there is danger 


of his loſing his flaves, and rages horribly. He 
ſtrives with temptations, hurries, frights, and ter- 
Tors to oblige the poor ſinner who ſeeks mercy, to 


leave off and quit his ſearch, nor ceaſes to 
the defenceleſs weak heart, till he has found a 
refuge in the wounds of a crucified Saviour, and 


then there is a noiſe through all the heavens, of 


harpers harping on their harps, and of the ſhoutings 


and hallelujahs of the angels and bleſſed ſpirits, 8 
ES the 


will find him mighty to fave. 


„„ KT 


the return of a ſinner to the Lord, Jeſus himſelf 
is the author of this joy, by telling them, “Let 


us be glad and make merry, for this your bro- 


ther was dead, but is alive again, he was loſt, and 
is Wund. | | 


This noiſe of joy properly begins when a ſinner 
repents, but at that time he knows little of it; on 


the contrary he hears only the noiſe of the enemy, 
who crieth after him, the noiſe of a guilty heart, 
and of a clamorous and falſe world; but he ſhall. 


hereafter hear “ the noiſe of them that keep holy- 


day” himſelf ſhall ſing for joy and clap his hands, 


and leap for very gladneſs of heart. 


Ezekiel obſerves farther, that © there was a 
ſhaking among the bones,” as well as a noiſe, to 


ſignify how the convinced heart trembles at the 


word of God. They are ſhook from all their falſe 
and deceitfu] hopes, from their ſandy foundations 


and fallacious pleas; they feel themſelves ready to 
periſh, and are as if God ſhook them over hell. 


Their heart achs and ſinks within them, their faul- 
_ tering lips can fcarce ſpeak plain, or utter any 
thing but broken ſighs, and ſhort, but piercing 
| Prayers for mercy, and their poor knees are ſmiting 


together. Are any who hear me thus? O turn ye 
to that dear man who once went trembling into the 
garden of Gethſemane, ſweating blood as he went, 
and crying out of the hitterneſs of his ſoul. He 
only knows your difeaſe and what you want. He 


alone can ſympathize truly with you, and help and 
eaſe you. Turn to that Jeſus whoſe fleſh and 


whoſe heart ſhook and trembled hecauſe of the 


Lord's judgments, and he will give you a reſt to 


your ſouls. Apply to that good Phyſician, and you 
This 


eſcaped; when loade 
fear they have fled to a bleeding, groaning, and 
agonizing Lord, and found refuge from the avenger 


„„ 
This is the way by which all happy ſouls have 
and oppreſſed with guilt and 


of blood. All the noiſe and oppoſition made in 
the world, or in hell, has not hindered them; their 


| threatenings and promiſes, their ſmiles and frowns, 


were treated with like -indifference by the ſincere 

ſouls, nothing ſwayed or drew them like Chriſt 

Jos. - -- 5 „ 
They were deeply and ſenſibly convinced of the 


danger they were in without a Saviour: they felt 
his words with invincible power, and having heard 


how God loved the world, that he once became 


like a lamb in their ſtead, and drank up, like a cup 


of wormwood and gall, the bitter wrath they had 


deſerved, and at laſt died in helliſh anguiſh to ſave 
them alive; and this made their hearts bleed and 


ſhudder, nor did they, nor could they reſt, till 
his ſmall ſtill voice within had ſilenced their fears 


and miſeries, and made them feel his everlaſting love 


and mercy. 5 bh 
Who never in his life was thus concerned about 
his falvation, who never was in any diſtreſs for 


mercy, or ſaw amazed his ſinful ſtate, nor was 


forced to cry out for the blood and help of Jeſus 
as one ready to periſh, who never was thus ſhaken 
from every thing but him and his righteouſneſs, he 
never was awakened, but is dead to this day ; he 
has never had ears to hear the word of God; he 


never had eyes to ſee, but is blind; he has no heart 


to underſtand; but with all his ſobriety, peace, and 
good hopes, with all his ſelf-made comforts, he is 
in the utmoſt danger and peril, and, like the bones 


without life, dead to God and very dry. 


There was yet another remarkable effect of Eze- 


kiel's preaching ; the bones came to their proper 


place, 
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place, every bone to his bone. This is to teach 
us, that the goſpel brings thoſe together that were 
at the greateſt diſtance, and unites even ſuch as 
before were enemies; it cauſes the greateſt order and 
decency, and ſets every thing in its proper place. 
He adds, “ the ſinews and the fleſh came upon 
the bones, and the ſkin covered them above, but 
there was no breath in them.” In this ſtate are- 


many, many ſouls, and whole congregations 'and' | 


churches. They have heard the preaching of the 
goſpel, and felt ſomewhat of the power of the word 
of God; they have got good rules, ordets, and 
articles of religion, like ſinews, to bind them toge= 
ther, and have their morality, like a fine ſkin, 

over all—— but there is no life in them. They 
are utter ſtrangers to the voice of the blood of 
ſprinkling within, have not yet received the Holy 
Ghoſt, nor know that Chriſt liveth in them. All 
their religion is the form of chriſtianity, but they 
have not the power. O let every one aſk his heart, 
e Is it not ſo with me? TI will not, I dare not 
_ fay this of all, but of many it is certainly true; they 
have a good church, good laws, good rules and 
doctrines, appear like men and children of God, 

but after all, what our Saviour ſaid once to a young 
man, may be ſaid to them, „Vet lackeſt thou one 
thing.“ Thou haſt a good form, perhaps, can 
boaſt of the antiquity, orthodoxy, or purity of 
thy church, and tell what good works thou haſt ' 
done, how often faſted and prayed, how charitable 
arid devout, how ftrict in thy duties, © but there is 
no life in thee,” ſo that thou art a ſtranger to 
the Lamb in thy heart, or unacquainted with his 
love inw.x4ly; thou art, with all thy doings, like 

a dead branch and dry bones, yea, thou art very 


dry. OY 
On Now 


when they have done all it w | 
without the ſoul, till God breathes upon them, and 


it has its great uſe and bleſſing, for then they 
e B 


3 ( 33 ) 17 
Now when . ſaw that the flnews had knit 
bone to bone, and the fleſh and ſkin covered them 
and made them in the form and faſhion of men, but 


yet dead, the Lord bid him prophecy to the winds, 
and ſay to them in the name of the Lord God, that 


they might breathe upon the dry bones and make 
them live, and he did ſo as he was commanded, 


and breath entered into them, and they ſtood up 
and lived, and became an army of men. 


Here miniſters may learn a weighty leſſon; 
they may bring people together and make articles, 


creeds, and whatever elſe they pleaſe, to bind them 


in one body; they may teach them to cover them- 
ſelves with what other cornng they pleaſe, and 
ill be like a body 


gives them life. Let them therefore ſpeak to the 
wind, to the Holy Ghoſt, the. Lord and Giver of 


life, that he may inſpire the ſouls and make them 


live; for without his immediate aid all our labour 
is in vain. We do not pray before our diſcourſes 
becauſe that has been the long received cuſtom, 
or becauſe others have done it, but becauſe we 


would implore the north and ſouth wind to blow 


upon the church, which is God's garden, that the 
ſpices may flow out: Or, in plain words, to beſeech 
our Saviour to quicken the hearts of all who hear, 
that they may be converted and ſaved. We have 
not many inſtances in the Teſtament of the 

apoſtles uſing prayer before or after their preach- 
ing, but generally they delivered their errands 


and divine meſſages, and went their way; but 


now prayer is almoſt every where in uſe, before and 


aſter ſermons; and when he that miniiters, and 


they who hear, feel the want of the Holy Spirit, 


alk 
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aſk in faith, and receive the preſence of the Lord 


which bleſſes every meeting, and is felt by all 
1 


the faithful, to their great joy and comfort. Alas 1. 


, * 


how cold is that aſſembly where Jeſus is not! And 


how dead and dry that meeting where he does 


not preſide! As of old the camp reſted when the 
cloud and pillar reſted, and went forward when 


that moved before them, ſo is it now. Let the 
Shekinah, the glory, be abſent, and none go 
forward, all ſtops and is at a ſtand, but let the 


Lord ariſe, and his ſpirit move before, and all 


goes on after him happily. Alſo, as it is with 
the church of God in general, ſo is it with 


every child of God in particular; for till a ſoul has 
found our Saviour, and is made alive by him, he 
remains poor, and dead, and impotent, when He, 
the Sun of righteouſneſs, ariſes upon him with 


healing in his wings, and when his Spirit brings 
the glad news, „Live, thy fins are forgiven thee!“ 


then he can ſtand up and be nappy ; from that mo- 


ment he becomes a new man, and lives a new life; 
he lives the life of the Son of God, and ſhall live 


fer er 


This is what the Lord aims at in the text, «1 
will put my Spirit in you, and ye hall live.“ 
1 wonder exceedingly how ſome men can read 


the ſcripture conſtantly, and yet deny altogether the 


gift of the Holy Spirit; for there is ſcarce any pro- 
phet that has not mentioned the promiſe of him; 
nor can we hardly open the New Teſtament but we 
find Jeſus and all his ſervants confirming the bleſſed 
doctrine. How frequently is it repeated, The 
Holy Ghoſt ſhall come. He ſhall be in you. He 
ſhall abide with you for ever. He will lead you 
into all truth, Your heavenly Father will give his 
Holy Spirit to them that aſk him. Ye ſhall * 

. "he 


E 5 


the Holy Ghoſt?“ And indeed all are exempted 


from being children of God and Chriſt's diſciples, 
who haye him not in their hearts. See Rom. viii. 9. 
1 John v. 12. 2 Cor. xiii. 5. Th 
Without him all are dead to God while they live, 
and their works are dead works, and do not pleaſe. 
the living God. A man who has not Chriſt in him, 
and who was never made alive by his breath, and 
by the word of his mouth, is no real chriſtian ; he 


5 may be called ſo, and may have dreamed and fancied 


he was a chriſtian indeed, but he is one of that 
number ©« who have a name to live but are dead.” 


He that hath the Son hath life, ſaith the ſcripture, 
but he that hath not the Son hath not life.“ If he 
has not come to our Saviour and been pardoned by 


him, and fed upon his' fleſh and blood by a living 


faith, his eſtate is explained by Teſus himſelf, © He 
has no life in him.” The ſame gracious Lord God. 
who poured out his Holy Spirit upon the prophets _ 


and fathers, and taught them to ſee afar off the re- 
demption by our Saviour, and to believe on him, 
and depend upon his death to. their ſalvation ; the 
{ame Lord deals in like manner graciouſly by us 


now, and beſtows on us the ſame faith, the ſame 
gift of grace, and the ſame Spirit, and by which 
only we can poflibly become heirs of the glory to 


come, or believe to eternal life. It is the Holy 
Ghoſt that quickens thoſe who come to, or believe. 
in Jeſus. He opens the eyes and lets men ſee their 
fin, and he unſtops the cars that they may hear the 
voice, the ſoft ſtill voice of the Son of man, and 
live. He awakes them from their graves, and beds 
of carnal ſecurity, and directs them to Chriit, that 
they may have life: And though he could do all 
this without uſing preachers or miniſters at all, and 


ſometimes has done ſo, yet generally, © it has pleaſed. 


God 


1 1380 

God by the fooliſhneſs of preaching to ſave them 
that believe.“ He makes himſelf witneſſes in all 
ages, and theſe he ſets in his church to teſtify of 
him, and to ſet to their ſeal that God is true, and 


his words true and faithful. Should a bewildered 
| foul enquire of them of the certainty of their doc- 


trine, they can anſwer, «© We are witneſſes of theſe 


things z** we have been loſt, but are now found, we 


have been dead, but are alive again, and ſhall live, 
becauſe Jeſus is our life for evermore. _ 
The L[ſraclites had been dejected, and thought, 


& as for us, we are cut off, and God has caſt us 


away, we haue no hope,” therefore was Ezekiel 
| ſhewn this viſion, and ordered to ſay to that poor 


diſconſolate hauſe of Iſrael, that though there was 


no more likelihood of their deliverance than of the 
reſurrection af dry bones, yet would God ſurely 
viſit den bring them up out of their graves, 
tthat is, the lowWate in which they were like men 
_ dead and buried, then will I put my Spirit in you, 
and you ſhall live, faith the Lord God!” 5 
In this way a poor troubled ſinner may think to 
Himſelf, I am dead and like one gone down to the 
Pit ; my hope leſſens, and my heart and foul is dead 
and heavy to the laſt degree; I am afraid I am gone 
too far to be ſaved, and that, for my part, I am cut 
off as a dry branch and withered, and fit for nothing 
but to be caſt into the fire. Such thoughts often 
occur, where a perſon gets awakened and is much 
alone, or who has not underſtood, though they were 
dead, who believe in Jeſus, ple they ſhall live. 
Here the goſpel is of the utmoſt weight and impor- 
tance, it is of real ſervice, and ſets before the ſoul 
ready to periſh a crucified Saviour, a dying and 
bleeding 2 the ſight of which revives the 
heart, and begins a new and everlaſting life. I 
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feet of them who bring the glad tidings are beauti- 


ful to ſuch, for of them they hear that © the dry 
bones can live. In this reſpect, therefore, we muſt 
admire the wiſdom of our dear Saviour. in ſending 


men with the goſpel rather than angels; for though 


many may think, If I could have an angel appear 
to me and tell me of ſalvation, it would at once 
ſatisfy me; yet in great meaſure ſuch, who have ſo 


thought, had their wiſhes been granted, would be 


miſtaken; for ſhould an angel or bleſſed ſpirit 


announce the death and merits of our Saviour, in 


and declare his love and mercy, it is eaſy for a ſoul _ 
convinced of ſin to think, Alas ! thou art an angel, 


and one who kept his firſt eſtate, thou haſt never 
ſinned, nor been diſobedient, nor felt a heart cold 


and dead like mine, to thee therefore it may be right 
and juſt to believe ſo well of the Redeemer, but 1 
am a finner, a poor, loſt, helpleſs, and dead finner, 


and have no right to venture to the Saviour like 
_ - thee, In this caſe, I fay, a miniſter of Chriſt can 
be of more uſe than a viſion of angels, for he is a 


witneſs of the grace and pardon of God our Saviour; 
he was once in the ſame deep mire and clay, and 
convinced of his ſad condition by nature, but found 
mercy and everlaſting life in the wounds of Jeſus 


_ Chriſt: But there is a greater witneſs than men or 


__ and that is the Holy Spirit, who is the 
« Lord and Giver of life, and who beareth witneſs 


with our ſpirits that we are the children of God.” 


He will not commit this moſt important and et v7 
ul, 


tieſt work to any miniſter, however truſty or faith 


nor to any of the moſt dear angels, but is himſelf 
the aſcertainer and witneſs of our adoption and ſon- 


| ſhip, that we need not be left to reaſon and queſtion 


of the truth of an angelical viſion, or be at the un- 
certainty of the meſſage of a man, or be * to 
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all his holy angels. 
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doubt and fear in their abſence, ſuppoſing we woods 
be well perſuaded: of their veracity and faithfulneſs; 
but we have the Spirit of truth with us, who cannot 
lie, and whoſe conviction in the heart is more 
ſolid and ſure than if all heaven was opened, and 
every angel aſſured us of our part in Chriſt; yea, 


more ſolid and certain than if all the prophets, apoſ- 


tles, martyrs, and witneſſes of every age ſtoed be- 


fore us, and preached to us how we were beloved of 


God, and confeſſed 77 our Saviour, in preſenee of 
his witneſs remains, when 
viſions ceaſe, when we do not dream bleſſed dreams 


any more, when preaching is over, and time is no 
longer. „He will abide with us for ever. He will 
never leave or forſake us, and in our laſt moments, 


when our ſtrength fails, and our friends and neareſt 


relations can comfort us no more, then he will con- 
tinue «the faithful and true witneſs, in whom, 
till then, we live in peace here, and ſhall live to all 
eternity, through the death of Jeſus, who is © the 
reſurrection and the life.“ TowBnhom wet +, pl a uy 


SankigFing; for Siermates Amen. 
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